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The Oldest Remaining THentworth Mansion 


being the Dwelling built by Col. Paul TAentworth 
at Salmon Falls, 2. B., in 1701 


By Frank CHOUTEAU BROWN 


ally fortunate in having pre- 

served, down to the beginning of 
the year 1928, a’nearly complete show- 
ing of the old houses built by the early 
generations of the famous Wentworth 
family, in and about that city. Indeed, 
the record would have been complete, 
if it could have been taken a year earlier 
since the oldest of the group has but 
just disappeared. A brief record of 
the various members of the early gen- 
eration and a reference to their various 
homesteads may be of value as a be- 
ginning. 

Elder William Wentworth, the first 
immigrant of the name, was born in 
England in 1617 and came to America 
in 1639. He became known as “Elder” 
from his interest in the “Exeter Combi- 
nation,” of which he was one of the 
thirty-five signers, and the Dover, N.H.., 
church, of which he later became an 
elder. And it was this William Went- 


Paty. forunate N. H., is unusu- 


worth who founded a dynasty that was 
to become of great importance in the 
Colonies in the period preceding the 
Revolution. 

The eldest son of Elder William was 
Samuel Wentworth (2), who built the 
house sometimes known as the “Went- 
worth - Vaughan House” or “First 
House,” probably about 1670 when 
there is a record of his being licensed 
to “keep a public house.” In the old 
records this house is located as being 
“South of Liberty Ridge and Puddle 
Dock.” Samuel Wentworth had six- 
teen children. In this house John Went- 
worth (3), afterwards Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor, was born in 1671, married in 
1693, and died in 1730. 

Benning Wentworth (4), who was 
made Governor, succeeding his father, 
when New Hampshire was made a 
Royal Province and set apart from 
Massachusetts in 1741, was born July 
24, 1696, a son of Lieutenant-Governor 
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John Wentworth (3), in this same “First 
House,” as the family called it. Ben- 
ning Wentworth built the house at 
Little Harbor, starting it in 1750. He 
continued in the office of Governor un- 
til 1766. During his administration 
there was no Lieutenant - Governor. 
Benning Wentworth died in his Little 
Harbor house Oct. 14, 1770, at the age 
of seventy-five years. 

John Wentworth(5), the second Gov- 
ernor of that name, was a son of Mark 
Hunking Wentworth (4), who was a 
son of the first John Wentworth (3), 
Lt. Gov., and a nephew of Benning. 
He was born in 1736 and died in 1820. 
He succeeded his uncle in 1766 and 
continued in office until the Revolution, 
sailing Aug. 22, 1775, to Boston. In 
September of the same year he re- 
turned, as near Portsmouth as the Isles 
of Shoals, from whence he prorogued 
the General Assembly of New Hamp- 
shire. 

The Governor John Wentworth (5) 
House, on Pleasant Street (sometimes 
_also referred to as the “Eben Went- 
worth House”), was built for him by 
his father, upon his appointment as 
Royal Governor, in 1766-1767 (the date 
of 1769 is also given); his father hav- 
ing shortly before built for another son, 
Thomas (5), the house now known as 
the ““Wentworth-Gardner” House, prob- 
ably built in 1760. It was bought by 
Major Gardner after the death of 
Thomas Wentworth, and it is this 
house that, after having been much re- 
built and restored by a previous owner, 
particularly upon the exterior, with a 
new doorway, roof changes, etc., is now 
in possession of the Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art of New York. The house 





of the last Royal Governor John Went- 
worth (5) was bought in 1810 by 
Ebenezer Wentworth. It remained in 
this family until the death of his last 
child, when it became the Mark H. 
Wentworth Home for Chronic Invalids. 

It was the last Governor John (5), 
who also had a large estate and coun- 
try house at Wolfeboro, N. H. 

There is one other house in Ports- 
mouth to which the Wentworth name 
is given although not built by one of 
them. It was built in 1784, the same 
year as the Governor Langdon house, 
next door, by Capt. Thomas Thomp- 
son, one of the first six captains in the 
American Navy, from whose heirs it 
was purchased, in 1860,by Mark Hunk- 
ing Wentworth, the oldest son of the 
Ebenezer Wentworth above mentioned, 
for whom the Invalid Home is named. 
It is now occupied by Miss Susan 
Wentworth. 

This briefly describes the Wentworth 
family houses in Portsmouth, as well 
as the members of the family with 
whom they are associated. All these 
houses are still standing at this writing 
(March, 1928) except the original or 
Samuel Wentworth House, which was 
taken down only within the last two 
years. 

Now to turn to another Wentworth 
family mansion, built in 1701, being the 
oldest now standing, and first give 
briefly the family background of its 
builder, Col. Paul Wentworth of Salm- 
on Falls, N. H. He was a first cous- 
in of Benning Wentworth, and their 
fathers had been brought up together 
in Dover on Garrison hill in the house 
of their father Ezekiel. 

The first Elder William had a fourth 
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son, Ezekiel (2), whose second son, 
Paul (3), born in 1678, was the builder 
of the Salmon Falls house. Ezekiel had 
six children and died in 1711 or 1712. 
His third son, Benjamin (3), was the 
favorite brother of Colonel Paul, and 
it was Benjamin’s son, John, of the 
fourth generation in America, who in- 
herited the Salmon Falls house from 
his uncle, under a will made in 1747-48. 
Colonel Paul married Abra Brown of 
Salisbury, Mass., on May 24, 1704, 
and they lived in this house, then new- 
ly built. 

Ezekiel (2), who was born in 1651, 
lived in Salmon Falls himself, and was 
the first of that name to settle upon the 
land where a lineal descendant, the 
ninth generation of the family, still 
lives in this old home, which two years 
ago, celebrated its 225th birthday by 
coming into the possession of Mrs. 
Frederick S$. Blodgett, whose husband 
belongs to the eighth generation of the 
family and had himself lived in the 
house when a boy. 

One of the business ventures of Col. 
Paul Wentworth was a sawmill near 
the house site, where he cut and sawed 
some of the timbers and boards from 
which the house was framed and fin- 
ished. Other boards were rafted down 
the Piscataqua to Portsmouth, and sold 
either for local consumption or for ship- 
ment abroad. Colonel Paul was one 
of the wealthy men of his time; a 
leader in Church and State; and had a 
chapel built near his house, the com- 
munion service of which is among the 
many interesting relics of the builder 
and the family that have been gathered 
together by Mrs. Blodgett, and which 
may be seen during the summer months 
by interested visitors. 


Theold house, with its weather-beaten 
boarding so worn by wind and weather 
that in places it is thin as paper, some- 
times with holes actually worn through 
the wood, stands upon a high knoll, in 
sight of the river, facing south, just a 
little below the top of the knoll. 

The original plan of the house was 
very simple. Built around the large 
central chimney, with a nearly square 
room upon each side, and a staircase 
close against the chimney in front, it 
does not much depart from many other 
buildings of its ttme. What appears on 
the exterior as an entrance vestibule, 
however, is in reality an enlargement 
of the entry —and as the finish runs 
continuously along the side walls, it is 
evident that this projection is very old, 
even if it does not date from the actual 
time of the original building of the 
house, as may probably be. The first 
flight of stairs is a more ornate design 
than the run from second floor to attic, 
with graceful ramping rails, topped 
with natural pine, and delicately turned 
and cut balusters, over a panelled sec- 
tion of wall below. 

The brick chimney, originally some 
eight by eleven feet upon the first floor, 
still rises above the roof about six by 
four feet in plan, and the front of the 
stack carries a double-arched panelled 
recess plastered over only within re- 
cent years upon its face. 

Originally a single room deep, the 
house was very early deepened by add- 
ing a “leanto” along the back, with its 
central kitchen just back of the old 
chimney, and a room at either end. The 
floor over this room is much lower than 
in the front part of the house, and the 
frame is entirely separate from the rear 
wall of the main building, the front 





Sir John Wentworth, 1736-1820 
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Front Boor of the Wentworth Mansion 


ends of the leanto rafters being carried 
upon their own plate, and not fastened 
to the original house frame, a rather 
unusual treatment. This rear addi- 
tion closed up an old window in the 
space back of the main chimney upon 
the second floor, which may then have 


small room. This 
space is now partly filled with the flue 
from the kitchen fireplace, and a shal- 
back of one of the doors 
opening into this space from one of the 
upper bedrooms. But the old window 
frame is for a small casement sash, 
which was probably the original form 


been a closet or 


low closet 


of opening, though the frames now in 
the house are undoubtedly of quite 
ancient date, only the fifteen-light sash 
themselves having 
placed. 


been re- 
These windows are protected 


mostly 


in the lower rooms by inside sliding 
shutters which disappear within the 
thickness of the wall. When the rear 
leanto was added, the central part be- 
came the usual long narrow kitchen, 
the fireplace and oven being built at 
the back of those in the front rooms, 
and the flues carried up against the 
stack, until they were taken into its 
area at about the attic floor level. At 
the west end, the leanto is flush with 
the end of the house, and containing a 
small end room beyond the kitchen, 
with a staircase to the space above, and 
a large pantry opening off of the kitch- 
en. A bedroom, so often found open- 
ing off these old kitchens, is at the 
east end, which projects some four 
feet or so beyond the end wall of the 
main house, and gives opportunity for 
a side door, with southern frontage, 
opening into a vestibule connecting 
with the kitchen, walled horizontally 
with wide plain pine boards of natural 
color. 

Up to within a very few years there 
was the old shed with 
openings fronting south for the farm 
wagons, the upper story of which was 
known as the “Slave’s Quarters,” which 


in existence 
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Fireplace in the Cast Front Chamber 


extended on this side of the house to 
the east, and was connected with the 
old barn at its further end. The old 
foundations can still be traced, but the 
shed superstructure had unfortunately 
disappeared when the present owner 
came into possession of the place. 
Upon the first floor, the room at the 
right of the entrance is the old “Hall,” 
probably used as a kitchen before the 
leanto was added. This would explain 
the somewhat different finish to be 
found in this room, and the fact that 
the wall on the fireplace side is partly 
of upright, feather-edge boards, and 
partly panelled like the dado around 
the room, which has panels of unusual 
length, and a very old corner cupboard 
of unusual, if not unique, design. This 
room contains several old pieces of 
family furniture including an unusual 
chest of drawers with added box desk, 


inset above, some tables and old Wind- 
sor chairs, many of which, along with 
the four-poster beds of the floor above, 
and many another piece still in the 
house, were rescued from the various 
attics and again placed in use, after 
Mrs. Blodgett secured the dwelling. 
The room at the left of the entrance, 
that is west of the central chimney, is 
one of the oldest in appearance, al- 
though the boarding of the walls was 
evidently not done until the present 
size windows were installed, but as 
evidently before the rear leanto was 
built, as the finish about the old north 
window remains, being merely made 
into a cupboard in the wall, the upper 
part of which now contains the sash 
from over the front door entrance, with 
its deeply weather-worn wooden rails 
and odd curved-top opening. The deep 
embrasures of the window recesses are 
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The Fireplace in the TAest Parlor 


filled with a seat with panelled face; 
the cornice is heavy, with a cut dental 
mold; and all the timbers in the ceil- 
ing are covered with old wood. 

Only last summer an old coin dated 
1738 was swept from under a casing in 
this room, and the old church silver 
service is usually shown in it, 
with an English lace maker’s pillow, 
with the old bobbins and a piece of the 
lace made for Queen Victoria’s wedding 


along 


gown in position upon it. The walls 
of this room are plain boarded, with 
the 


warm cinnamon brown of old pine left 


irregular- width boards, turned 
long unpainted; but it is the room over- 
head that is the far-famed “panelled 
chamber” of the old Mansion. 

Here the large space of the room be- 
low is divided by a partition running 
parallel with the front wall into a small 


entry, with a narrow room beyond in 
the southwest corner of the house; the 
partition itself, and the other walls of 
the large room being entirely pan- 
elled, with unusually broad stiles. from 
floor to ceiling. In height the space is 
divided into three panels, a small hori- 
zontal panel between two proportion- 
ately spaced panels filling the balance 
of the walls’ height. The wood is again 
pine, deeply colored by age, and with 
the panels themselves made from boards 
about two feet wide. Where the par- 
titions are exposed upon two faces, 
both panels and stiles are double faced, 
with raised spaces and moldings worked 
on both sides of the wood, requiring 
thicker 
usually to be found. 


and heavier lumber than is 
The doors. all 
panelled to match the design of the 


room, are only one panel wide. 
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Panelled Tall in the Room Back of the Southwest Chamber 


The heights of the stories in this old 
dwelling, despite its age, are not the 
low ones usually associated with old 
houses, —for this was truly a “Man- 
sion,” the ceiling heights in both stories, 
for the main part of the house, being 
about eight feet. From the small second 
floor entry a stairway made of oak 
runs up to the attic, with two horizon- 
The attic 
is undivided, shows the chimney and 
frame of the roof, and is lighted at 
each end by a small casement sash, of 
six lights of glass. 


tal rails along the stair-run. 


The east room upon the second floor 
is panelled on its fireplace side and 
plastered on the other three walls and 
ceiling and the fireplace has a curious 
arched top of brick, plastered over. 
The many coats of paper found on the 
walls of this room were painstakingly 
removed, and a large panel of the first 


layer of English blocked paper has 
been preserved upon a part of the rear 
wall. It shows a scattered covering of 
old flowers and branches with a few 
leaves, all printed in an old faded brown 
outline and with a few simple colors 
added, of which only the soft green of 
the leaves is still clearly to be traced. 
Upon each of the square sheets was 
found in outline a crown, with the ini- 
tials “W” and “MM,” suggesting a pos- 
sible period in which the design might 
have been manufactured, at any rate, 
although it may have been put on later. 
The beautiful family four-poster in this 
room is covered with a very large 
woven and knotted coverlet in white, 
very heavy, and of a most unusual and 
intricate pattern; another of the very 
unusual treasures found in the house 


after its purchase, and preserved by 
Mrs. Blodgett. 
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It was the panelled room, or ““North- 
west Chamber,” that was the favorite 
room of the builder. Of it he writes in 
his will, made in 1747-48, leaving to 
“my niece, Mary, daughter of my be- 
loved brother, Benjamin, . . . 200 lbs., 
old tenor, and also the furniture of. the 
northwest corner chamber in my dwell- 
ing house, that is to say, the bed in said 
chamber with all the furniture belong- 
ing toit. And also one dozen of black 
chairs that are in the same chamber, 
together with one table and a looking 
glass in said chamber, and also the use 
of said chamber as long as she shall 
continue in a single state.” 

In this same will he also gave to his 
nephew, John Wentworth, “the son 
of my beloved brother, Benjamin... 
all my homestead . . . lying on both 
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sides of the highway that passes from 
Salmon Falls to the Meeting House in 
the aforesaid parish [Somersworth] 
with all buildings,” etc., of “about 120 
acres of land” at that time, “along with 
other lands at Indigo Hill... in Bur- 
wick township, near by Salmon Falls 
river.” 

Much interest has been aroused in 
the neighborhood by Mrs. Blodgett’s 
endeavor to save the old house and to 
preserve it in exactly the condition in 
which it was originally used. No “mod- 
ern improvements” are to affront its 
age. No plumbing or heating is to be 
installed. It is to be occupied, during 
the pleasanter part of the year, at least, 
—only enough to make it appear hab- 
itable and cared for; and to make it 
possible for those interested in the old 
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house and its associations (particularly 
those related — no matter how distant- 
ly —to the family) or for members of 
Historical Societies, or just for those 
who would appreciate the opportuni- 
ty to visit an old family museum to see 
one of a kind unique in this country. 
So the old stable has been fitted up 
with a kitchen and with tables where 
afternoon tea may be taken by family 
or visitors—as the site is a little re- 
mote from adequate facilities of this 
sort—and thus the rooms of the old 
house itself may be undisturbed by 
changes based on modern ideas of com- 
fort, and continue to greet visitors with 
the placid serenity that belonged to the 
period of their original age and con- 
tent. And it is for this purpose that so 
much has been done to gather together 


old family pieces and place the rooms 
as nearly as possible into the condition 
they are known to have enjoyed. 

And the older neighbors, too, have 
turned in and helped. One old man, on 
seeing the spinning wheel being set up, 
remembered how wife had _ bor- 
rowed, some fifty years or so ago, the 


his 





head of the old wheel, —and not only 
looked up this missing part, but then 
sat himself down and was not content 
until he had the old wheel repaired and 
oiled, and in good working condition 
again! Others have helped by tracing 
pieces of furniture that, in recent years, 
had passed into the possession of out- 
siders; or advised regarding the ar- 
rangement of the house and grounds in 
the days when they first had seen and 
known them. 
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During the single week that the 
house was first opened to view, late in 
the fall of 1926, “in honor of its 225th 
birthday,” over 700 visitors came to 
view the old Mansion. Last vear, the 
house was open for less than a month, 
and 1,400 people from many states and 
countries called; and earlier inthe spring 
than its official date of opening it was 
put into condition to receive a pilgrim- 
age from the Exeter Chapter of the D. 
A. R., with State oficers —some sev- 
enty or eighty strong. 

Mrs. Blodgett intends to maintain 
the house, in its original condition as an 


early Colonial dwelling, so that every 
vear it can be seen for a considerable 
portion of the summer. In this way 
as the vears roll by it will be open to 
inspection by the many who come 
from East or West, North or South. 
The “Col. Paul Wentworth Mansion 
of Salmon Falls, N. H.,” built in 
1701, is still in the ninth generation 
in the possession of the same family, 
which, for our volatile and nervous 
American race, is pretty near a record, 
whatever may have previously been 


established in this line in New Eng- 


land. 
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Flint and George H. Harlow House 


FROM 


\ PHOTOGRAPH MADE ABOUT I89C 


The Gift of the Barlow Collection of Photographs 


By Wan. SUMNER APPLETON 


HE SOCIETY has recently re- 

ceived asa gift from Mr. Hiram 

Harlow of Shrewsbury, a valu- 
able collection of 533 photographs. Of 
these, 432 are photographs of the town 
of Shrewsbury, 32 of Boylston, 40 of 
West Boylston, 5 of Worcester, 5 of 
Northboro, 3 of Rutland, 2 of Plym- 
outh, 1 each of Grafton and Athol, and 
12 of undentified places. With the 
photographs came 3 maps of Shrews- 
bury. This is a remarkably large and 
comprehensive collection and of great 
importance as an example of the value 
of this kind of record work. It invites 
a somewhat detailed account of its 
contents in order that other members 
of the Society may have an under- 
standing of what to collect in order to 


do a similar service for their own home 
towns. 

Mr. Harlow is a business man, and 
an antiquarian, with a liking for ama- 
teur photography, and by using parts 
of his Sundays in travelling about the 
neighborhood he has located all of the 
old houses still remaining and worthy 
of record. Many of these he has photo- 
graphed himself and he has enriched 
his collection by purchasing hundreds 
of negatives exposed by others. He has, 
however, done even more than this, for 
in the homes he has visited he has 
found in the possession of his fellow 
townspeople a quantity of old daguerre- 
otypes, photographs, ferrotypes, ambro- 
tvpes, etc., and the best of these he has 
had photographed, so making these 
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Martha Noves House, South Street, Shrewsbury 


SHOWING REMAINS OF 


views, too, available for investigators. 
He has even included 30 photographs 
of likenesses of former townspeople, 
an astonishingly interesting collection, 
showing at a glance the wealth of char- 
acter in the faces of the old timers. 
This last lot is partly based on a fine 
collection of likenesses of former Boy]l- 
ston residents presented the Public Li- 
brary of that town by the late Nathan- 
iel Kendall about thirty vears ago. 

As for the buildings themselves, as 
might be expected, by far the greater 
number of views show exteriors, but 
with them come a few interesting in- 
teriors. Those of one house in particu- 
lar, show in some rooms absolutely 
no modern furniture whatsoever, every 
piece seeming to have been inherited 
from preceding generations of the fami- 
ly, apparently a typical old New Eng- 
land home filled throughout with the 
furniture of the ancestors. 


PORCH FROM CHURCH PUILT 1766 


The meetinghouse is shown with 
its long row of horse sheds behind it, 
a photograph taken before 1912 during 
which vear the sheds were moved prior 
to their total destruction in 1927. Judg- 
ing from the way the horse and car- 
riage sheds of the old meetinghouses 
are being everywhere destroyed. in a 
few vears more there will be but very 
few remaining. The sheds belonged to 
the pew holders each of whom was re- 
sponsible for shingling only his own 
stall. That accounts for the variety in 


the condition of the shed _ shingling 
shown in the picture. 
Along similar lines are two other 


photographs, one of the old Shrews- 
bury stage coach which formerly ran 
twice daily between Shrewsbury and 
Worcester. Another picture shows the 
old gig used by Doctor Franklin W. 
Brigham, a small but serviceable affair 
of a variety that the local historical 
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The Hervwood House, Holden Street, Shrewsbury 


would do well to collect. The 
general store has not been neglected 
and two interiors show the great vari- 
ety of material carried there. 

Even some of the family manuscripts 
have been photographed, not many, 
but enough to emphasize the impor- 
tance of that side of the subject. 


Sé clet V 


The local schoolhouses have not been 
overlooked and three are shown, the 
oldest being a photograph of a pencil 
sketch, the second a pretentious build- 
ing of 1830 and finally a roadside school 
of 1856 unfortunately burned to the 
ground in January, last. 

Characteristic features of all old New 
Kngland towns were the mills and of 
these three, Wyman’s and Doane’s 
(later Taft’s) in Shrewsbury and Ban- 
in Boylston, are shown in the 
collection, by several pictures, 


ister’s 


all ex- 


teriors, and so good that they make us 


wish that interiors had also been in- 
cluded. 

We have here, too, pictures pertain- 
ing to old farm occupations, showing ox 
carts, hay wagons, wagon loads of corn 
for the cattle, etc. The interior of the 
barn at the Ward homestead is here 
illustrated as typical of an old New 
England hay and stock barn, the very 
threatened 
Harlow writes 


existence of which is now 
by the automobile. Mr. 
us that each year less and less cattle 
are kept in this county, and that this 
year there is much hay that cannot be 
given away. 

It would be hard to find a more in- 
teresting and characteristic picture of 
an interior of an old wheelwright’s 
shop than that photographed in 1895 
by William Parker, a print of which 











70 Old-Time New England 




















Che Pease Tavern, Shrewsbury 


Mr. Harlow has luckily been able to 
turn in. Here we find everything neces- 
sary to the wheelwright’s line of busi- 
ness and the wheelwright himself ac- 
tively at work. 

The fact that Shrewsbury was the 
home of a sturdy line of patriots 1s 
shown by the old powder horn of Ger- 
shom Wheelock bearing the date of 
April 2, 1755, and here reproduced. 
There were two of this name, father 
and son. Captain Gershom Wheelock, 
1693-1770, lived alone in the town dur- 
ing the winter of 1716-1717 before any 
other white settler had come. He re- 
mained in the west part of the town 
until 1731 when he removed to the 
north part and built the house here 
shown. He was commissioned Captain 
in 1742. If the horn had been his it 
would probably have been marked with 
his rank. Accordingly, it seems more 


probable that it was that of his son, 
1725-1806. Gershom, Jr.,served twenty- 
eight weeks and one day, April 15 to 
October 18, 1748, in Captain Samuel 
Willard’s Company and was also cor- 
poral in the train band at Shrewsbury 
in 1757. The powder horn was possibly 
used at the time of the French and In- 
dian Wars but does not seem to have 
been used in the Revolution. 

The Pease Tavern is here shown, and 
the importance of the tavern in New 
England country life amply justifies 
the presence in this collection of photo- 
graphs of almost all that remain stand- 
ing as well as of many of. those that 
have vanished. There are no pictures 
of the Daniel How, Benjamin Eager, 
and Slocomb taverns, as all these were 
destroyed long ago. 

Needless to say, the home of an- 
other and far more famous soldier is 























Inside the Barn at the Artemas Tard Homestead 
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Edmund Trowbridge Brigham House, Brook Street, Shrewsbury 


shown by many photographs, both in- 
teriors and exteriors. This is Maj. Gen. 
Artemas Ward’s home, now in the cus- 
tody of Harvard College, and described 
in number 48 of our Society’s magazine. 

Even the natural features of the 
countryside are included in this diver- 
sified collection of photographs. Shrews- 
bury’s well-known Balance Rock is 
here as is also lovely Crescent Street, 
south of Wood Farm, a glorious coun- 
try lane lined on each side with large 
maple trees extending to the limit of 
vision. 

The graveyards are not omitted and 
especially attractive is the photograph 
of Mountain View Cemetery. It is here 
that is found the memorial to Maj. Gen. 
Artemas Ward, simple, substantial and 
monumental in character as such me- 
morials should be, but as they so often 
are not. 

But it would be impossible to specify 
in detail all the contents of this fine 
collection. Particularly interesting is it 


to see that the plates and films of 18 
photographers, amateurs and profes- 
sionals, are included, as well as 17 
photographs taken by Mr. Harlow him- 
self. Of the 


photographers Mr. Harlow has given 


work of some of these 
the Society a large quantity of pictures, 
such as 118 by Mr. William E. Parker, 
and 83 by Mr. Herbert T. Buxton, and 
so on down to a single one by each of 
22 different individuals. In addition to 
the above there have been copies made 
of the work of 42 persons and firms 
which were found scattered through 
the houses visited. Besides the wonder- 
ful collection of photographs that he 
has presented, Mr. Harlow has hun- 
dreds of negatives exposed by himself, 
or bought of others, not included in this 
collection. 

Even the 533 photographs in this 
Harlow collection of which our Society 
the fortunate owner, many 
though they are, are but a fraction of 


what might be made of such a town as 


is now 























Powder Horn of Gershom Tlbheelock 
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Jnterior of a Tibeelwriqht Shop, Shrewsbury 
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The Oren Doane Mill, Shrewsbury 


Shrewsbury. This must be apparent to 
anyone who has ever tried to make an 
exhaustive series of the interior and 
any 
connecting sheds and barns. However, 
no one has ever vet turned in to us 
anything that can pretend for a mo- 


exterior of one house with its 


ment to be an exhaustive series of any 
one town. The nearest approach is the 
series received in 1921 showing every 
house in the town of Groveland, Mas- 
sachusetts, but this showed merely the 
exteriors of every house, omitting the 
interiors and the many other items 
which give such interest to the Har- 
low collection. The Society can hardly 


expect from any one member the ideal 
collection covering everything, for the 
labor and expense involved would be 
far too great. To date no one has done 
as well as Mr. Harlow in bringing to- 
gether so fine a collection of such a 
carefully chosen group of the best of 
the old material surviving in his home 
town. If his example should stimulate 
others to do as well no one would be 
better pleased than himself, for it was 
partly to rouse others to do for their 
own towns what he has done for Shrews- 
bury that he presented to this Society 
the fine collection we have so recently 
received. 
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Trueman Gilbert House, East Derby, Conn. 


Che Trueman Gilbert House 


By \IABEL 


ITUATED on Commerce Street, 
East Derby, Connecticut, down 
on “the docks” at the confluence 
of the Naugatuck and Housatonic 
Rivers, stood until the summer of 1926 
a fine old house known for the last 
fifty vears or soas the “Gilbert House.” 

When built, that was the center of 
the commercial life of the town, in 
fact the trading at its docks was of 
such great extent, that it was named 
“New Boston,” in expectation of be- 
coming the peer of the great trading 
port of those times. 

“New Boston” grew and flourished 
until after the War of 1812, when so 
many ships were seized and lost that 
it caused the ruin of the trade with 
foreign countries, and the docks that 


P. STIVERS 


were once crowded with teams unload- 
ing lumber, casks, pork and so forth, 
the chief articles of export, and reload- 
ing with sugar, molasses and rum from 
the West Indies, became quiet and de- 
serted. When the house was built beau- 
tiful green lawns sloped down to the 
banks of the river along which ran a 
highway. Tall trees cast their shade 
and gardens added to the beauty of the 
wide stretches of lawn. There was an 
old Smith Homestead on the corner 
near by, occupied by three sisters, well 
along in years, whose gardens were 
famed for their beautiful flowers and 
as having the first blooms. It is said 
that in order to plant early the old 
ladies even went out with a kettle of 
hot water and thawed the ground be- 
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Panelling in Northwest Front Chamber, Trueman Gilbert House 
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Front Staircase 


A brook ran 
through their property and down tothe 
river, whose banks were always bor- 
dered with lovely flowers. 

The “Gilbert House” was built in 
1794 or 1795 by Capt. Jabez Thomp- 
son, son of Col. Jabez Thompson, who 
was one of Derby’s most prominent 
men, earning his title of Colonel for his 
services in the French and Indian Wars, 
losing his life while commanding a 
company in the Revolutionary War. 


fore the frost was out. 


Capt. Jabez was also a prominent 
man in Derby, one of the members of 
King Hiram’s Lodge and active in all 
that pertained to the good of the com- 
munity. He was a seafaring man, liv- 


ing at “Up-Town,” and he evidently 
intended, when his new mansion house 
was finished, to live where it would be 
more convenient for him, as he built a 
dock on the property with a store- 
house. However, he sailed on his last 
voyage; he and his eldest son Jabez, al- 
so a sailor, and the crew, were all lost 
at sea, and his widow, left with a fam- 
ily of small children, had to sell the 
house built with so much care. She soon 
suffalo to 
live. The place was bought by Can- 


married again and went to 


field Gillett, who in a few years sold it 
to Capt. Clark Elliott of Huntington, 
Connecticut, a seafaring man. In 1832 
Capt. Elliott sold the property to True- 
man Gilbert, who lived there until his 
death in 1857, and his family continued 
in the old home until 1888 when they 
sold to William H. Bristol. 

Trueman Gilbert was one of three 
brothers who came to Derby and fig- 
ured largely in the business and devel- 
opment of the town. He was a carpenter 
and built the first house in Birming- 
ham, as the settlement on the west side 
of the river was then called, besides 
many other dwellings and the present 
building of the historic First Congrega- 
tional Church, Derby. He also estab- 
lished the first lumber yard in the town, 
which business he continued until a 
short time before his death, employing 
many men. 

The house was of the type with two 
chimneys, a wide hall running through 
the center, adorned with beautiful mold- 
ings over the doors and panelling be- 
neath the staircase. A large room 
opened off the hall on each side, front 
and rear, the front rooms embellished 
with cornices and carved mantelpieces 
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of thesame design set in panelling across 
the fireplace wall. The kitchen was off 
the hall at the back with immense fire- 
place and oven, both that and the room 
on the opposite side of the hall being, 
like the front rooms, panelled across the 
fireplace wall. On the second floor were 
four large rooms, the two front rooms 
with beautiful panelling, fireplace man- 
tel, and overmantel to the ceiling, and 
cornices. A large attic topped the house 
and in the cellar was the place for 
smoking hams. There were later sev- 
eral additions to the house, one on the 
north side of two stories, three rooms 
downstairs and two above, built by 
Trueman Gilbert for his father and an 
unmarried sister who kept house for 
him. The father was a veteran of the 
Revolution and blind from the effects 
of smallpox contracted while in the 
army, but he lived to be over ninety. 
Trueman Gilbert was in the War of 
1812,serving under Col. Robert Gates of 
Derby. One of his sons was in the Civil 
War, so the old house sheltered three 
generations of fighters for their coun- 

Of normal household scenes it had 
its share. Within its walls the four 
voungest children of Trueman Gilbert’s 
large family of fifteen were born, and 
two of his daughters were married; 
while he, his wife, and father 
their last days there. 


passed 


It was also the scene of many a 
merrymaking, as all the young people 
of the place congregated there for a 
good time. Space lacks in which to tell 
of all the interesting things the old 
house witnessed —the terrible spring 
freshets when the ice coming down the 
river would cause it to overflow its 
banks and flood the nearby houses, it 
being no uncommon experience to have 
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Panelling in Houthwest Chamber 





cakes of ice floating through the hall- 
the 


ways; building along the river 
banks of the first railroad with its 
queer little engine burning wood and 


a flat car with planks across for seats 
to accommodate the passengers on the 
one train run daily up and down the 
valley ;and the shipbuilding and launch- 
ings of later days. 

Of particular interest is it that in 
1926 when the house was destroyed, 
the panelling of the southwest cham- 
ber and the entire staircase, were se- 
cured by The Society for the Preserva- 
tion of New England Antiquities for 
it museum. The panelling of the north- 
west chamber was bought by a Boston 
architect. 
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Wibeelock Bouse, Boylston Street, Shrewsbury 


The Barlow Collection of Photographs of Shrewsbury 
and Nearby Towns 


By Hiram Hartow 


HE SAD part of the progress of 

each age is the destruction of 

the remains of the preceding 
ages. In many cases all that can be done 
about it is to preserve photographs 
showing what has been lost. Thé work 
of collecting such records of the past 
may well claim the attention of the 
members of such a society as ours. The 
little that is to be had in comparison 
with the mass of material that has been 
lost, emphasizes for us the importance 
of encouraging the making from year 
to year, of the photographic records of 
our own time. 


Another valuable contribution to- 


wards preserving the records of the 
past consists in locating and photo- 
graphing old photographs, daguerreo- 
types, ambrotypes, etc., of subjects de- 
stroyed or altered. The field for both 
kinds of record work in the town of 
Shrewsbury, Mass., has been covered 
to the best of his ability by the writer. 
This was for many years a town of 
about sixteen hundred people, a town 
as easy to explore for records of the 
vanished past, as to cover for its pres- 
ent aspect, though vielding less treas- 
ure than would a larger town or city. 

Rev. Peter Whitney in his History 
of Worcester County, 1793, wrote, “The 
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The TApman Grist Mill 


post road from Boston to Worcester, 
and so on to Newyork, etc., passes 
directly through the town; and the 
great road from Vermont, and from 
the upper part of Newhampshire, and 
northwestern part of the county, unites 
with the post road about a mile and a 
half west of the meetinghouse. Be- 
sides which there is a road of con- 
siderable travel from the northward, 
directly through Shrewsbury to Provi- 
dence.” From the time of the settle- 
ment of the town in 1717 until the day 
of railroads there were many taverns 
in the town. At the time Mr. Whitney 
was writing there were four. In 1808 
the Boston and Worcester Turnpike 
opened, through the southerly part of 
the town, to be soon provided with four 
other taverns. Each had its farm, or 
it seems now that each farm had its 
tavern, for often they were large farm- 


houses. Views of several of these build- 
ings have been found. 

The tavern that stood (in Shrews- 
bury) near the meetinghouse was the 
largest. It was a long rambling two 
storied building, standing at the edge 
of the road, having three doors across 
the front, built by Col. Job Cushing 
about the time of the Revolution. The 
ell at the right was the house Cushing 
built, 1751, in which he also kept a 
store, beyond that was an ell contain- 
ing the ball room built by Samuel Ha- 
ven about 1815 and beyond that came 
a line of open sheds. The “large barn,” 
the “long barn,” the little barn and 
horse corral all on the other side of the 
road and the old elms helped to make 
the atmosphere of other days. The tav- 
ern closed about 1854 and in 1871 the 
town built a Town Hall on this con- 


spicuous corner. The largest section 
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Abner Harlow 
1782-1850 


and the 1815 ell are standing on other 
sites. 

The tavern was the stopping place of 
the travelling daguerreotype makers. 
They were mentioned several times in 
the diary of Josiah G. Stone (1808- 
1891) —Sept. 16, 1848, “went up to 
the Tavern & had Hannah & Emory’s 
Daguerreotype (both on one plate) 
taken by — Babbit, but he did not suc- 
ceed in getting a good likeness & post- 
poned it till next week.” Sept. 20, 1848, 
“Mother — J. C. Stone & J. G. Stone 
& wife stopped at the tavern hall as we 
returned from the wedding & had our 
Daguerreotypes taken by ..... Bab- 
bitt.” April 20, 1857, “Emory & I went 
up to the Deg Salon near our Post 
office & had a likeness of the late Philo 
Slocomb taken from one that Mrs. J. E. 
Monroe has—lI had it taken for my 
son Emory to keep for his own use.” 
May 8, 1866, “I have had 6 pictures 
taken of myself today at the saloon 
near the old Haven tavern house for 
which I paid $2.00.” There is in exist- 





firs. Harriet (Marlow) Merriam 
1808-1880 


ence a daguerreotype showing Charles 
Holman with his express team and three 
horses, having the largest section of 
the tavern as a back ground. 

The largest portion of the Cushing- 
Haven Tavern was the work of Daniel 
Hemenway, a well-known builder in 
Worcester County. Daniel Hemenway, 
‘“Housewright,” of Marlboro purchased 
of Robert Leath, “Joyner,” a house, 
barn, shop and farm in the south part 
of Shrewsbury, May 4, 1744. Andrew 
H. Ward in his Register of Shrews- 
bury Families, 1847, says, “He framed 
the present meeting house in this town, 
the south one in Worcester, and that in 
Northboro, in which the Rev. Mr. 
Whitney long officiated, and many other 
public buildings.” He died 1794, age 
75. The Old South Church, built 1763 
on the common in Worcester, where 
the Citv Hall now stands, and torn 
down 1887, had a slender, graceful 
spire. 

The Congregational Church in 
Shrewsbury was built in 1766. It had 
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RNurse-Prentiss House, Main Street, Shrewsbury 
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Congregational Church, Shrewsbury, Built in 1766 
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TAbeelwright Shop, South Street, Shrewsbury 


FROM A PHOTOGRAPH MADE ABOUT I555 


no belfry when built but had porches 
with stairs to the gallery on all sides 
except the north. In 1834 Charles 
Miles moved the south porch to his 
farm a mile west of the church, for a 
tool shop. Later Daniel Noyes moved 
it back through the village to his farm, 
more than a mile on the other side of 
the church, where he placed it on the 
back of his ell kitchen. A granddaughter 
of Mr. Noyes told the writer that it 
was used for the parlor, and in it his 
father courted her mother. The top of 
the stone chimney of the main part of 
the Noyes house was laid in a unique 
way, having alternating courses of 
large square and small stone, This in- 
teresting house was allowed to fall in 
ruin and nothing remains other than 
photographs. 

Hemenway built the farmhouse of 
Ross Wyman on the Post Road. Car- 


penters repairing the house in 1921 
found a board or shingle having Hem- 
enway’s name and the date. Mr. Moir, 
the owner, took the board to his store 
in Worcester where in the confusion 
following his death it was unfortunate- 
lv lost. There is a photograph of the 
Wyman house, made about 1867, with 
its old barn, horse barn, and sheep 
barn, as well as the oxen and horses. 

The pilasters at the front doors of 
the Cushing-Haven tavern were made 
in a way peculiar to Hemenway, by 
having the caps placed an inch or so 
down from the tops. On the meeting- 
house porch the pilasters extended 
above the door and as high as the eaves. 
The pulpit returned to the old church 
in 1924 has pilasters with caps showing 
the same disregard for classic order as 
the porch. 

The house where Daniel Hemenway 
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lived is yet occupied by his descend- 
ants. It was remodeled in the early 
part of the nineteenth century and the 
exterior again about the beginning of 
the present century. It is possible this 
is the house purchased from Robert 
Leath. A view of the house was made 
about 1885. 

The work of the later 
travelling landscape photographers 1s 
frequently found in Shrewsbury. The 
Homestead View Co., of Springfield, 


of several 


made photographs in 1881, William E. 
Parker of Worcester and West Boyl- 
ston in the early 1890's and A. W. and 
G. E. Howes of Ashfield in 1895 and 
1897, besides many others, some be- 
ing stereographs. A word is due the 
late Herbert E. Buxton of this town 
who photographs 1908, 
continuing for a number of years. 
Although his work is quite recent 
many of his views cannot be dupli- 
cated now. 


made from 





An Old-Time Tlooden Bridge 


LOCATION UNKNOWN. 
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The Adams Mansion, Quincy, Mass. 


HIS house, recently opened to 

the public as a family memorial, 

was the home of President John 
Adams and President John Quincy 
Adams, the father dying here in 1826. 
The oldest part, represented on the 
plan by the Panelled Room and the 
Dining Room, was built in 1731 by 
Major Leonard Vassall,a wealthy Bos- 
ton merchant. This was his country 
house which he occupied in the summer 
season. The Panelled Room is walled 
with San Domingo mahogany placed 


88 


there when the house was built. It was 
covered with white paint in the time of 
John Adams as he found the room 
dark and depressing in the winter sea- 
son. John Adams became the owner of 
the property in 1787, and the next vear 
he built an ell, now the kitchen. In 
1800 the large gabled ell containing the 
Long Hall, Long Room and Study was 
built and in 1835 John Quincy Adams 
built the passage along the north side 
of the house between the two ells. In 
1875, a thirty-foot addition was made 
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to the kitchen ell to supply servants’ 
quarters. This house is in charge of 
trustees, organized as a corporation, 
and is maintained as a memorial to the 
Adams family, like Mount Vernon, the 
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Hermitage, and other homes of men 
whose names are a part of the nation’s 
history. For an extended account of 
the Adams Mansion, see the July, 1928, 
issue of “Old-Time New England.” 





The Acquisition of the Rebecca Nurse Bouse 


Danvers, Hass. 


INCE the appearance of the last 
number of the magazine the So- 
ciety has received as a gift its 
sixteenth ancient monument, namely, 
the Rebecca Nurse house in Danvers. 
This comes to us as a gift from the Re- 
becca Nurse House Association. Our 
Society receives all the assets of the As- 
sociation and assumes two liabilities. 
The assets consist of the house, 
which is in perfect repair, some thirty 
acres of extremely good farm land, and 
an endowment of $5,000. The house 
comes to us fully furnished, a veritable 
museum of antiquities, the best single 
piece of which is the old Nurse fami- 
ly chair, a fine example of 17th, if not 
indeed 16th, century English oak furni- 
ture. 


go 


The liabilities consist of a mortgage 
of $5,000 and floating indebtedness of 

2,500. ; 

The house is one of America’s his- 
for here lived Rebecca 
Nurse, who was hanged during the 
witchcraft delusion of 1692. Accord- 
ing to the somewhat thorough-going 
ideas of the time the house was in 1909 
restored; the work was very conscien- 
tiously done, one of the most pains- 
taking pieces of restoration work in 
New England at that time. Even so, 
the chances are that nowadays some de- 
tails would be handled a bit differently. 
The farm is being worked and the fam- 
ily act as caretakers of the house, 
which is and has been for years past in 
highly presentable condition. 
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“Drummer” Samuel Stetson Bouse 
Hanover Centre, Mass. 


Tue Society’s SEVENTEENTH ANCIENT MONUMENT 


ROM Dr. Lloyd Vernon Briggs 
of Boston, the Society has re- 
cently received the “Drummer” 
Stetson house at Hanover Centre, 
Mass., with an endowment of $3,000. 
The house is in perfect repair but un- 
furnished and consists of a fine old resi- 
dence with modern ell for a caretaker. 

The gift is a memorial to Lloyd 
Briggs, Sarah Elizabeth Briggs and 
Harriette Stetson Briggs, respectively 
father, mother and sister of the donor. 
It comes to us subject to a few simple 
conditions incorporated in the deed, 
namely: the house is not to be moved 
from its present site, nor is it to be 
changed in construction or otherwise 








substantially altered; the premises are 
not to be mortgaged or encumbered, 
nor are they to be sold or conveyed by 
our Society so long as the house re- 
mains standing. Should the house be 
destroyed or injured beyond repair 
then it may be sold and the proceeds, 
together with the endowment fund, 
are to be placed in a fund to be known 
as the “Lloyd and Elizabeth Briggs 
Fund” to be held as a memorial to 
Lloyd, Elizabeth and Harriette Briggs, 
the net income only to be used for the 
general purposes of the Society. 
Furthermore, the second floor west 
chamber is reserved by Dr. Briggs to 
be fitted up as .a famay memocial; of 
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which he is to have control during his 
life time, and in case of his death, his 
son, Lloyd Cabot Briggs, is to have 
control during a term of ten years from 
the date of gift. It is Dr. Briggs’ in- 
tention to furnish and decorate this 
room as attractively as may be in ac- 
cordance with the memorial purpose 
he has in mind, and he stipulates that 
as finally furnished and left by him, it 
shall ever remain as a memorial and 
that nothing shall be removed and 
nothing added foreverafter. 

It is further provided that no build- 
ing shall be placed in front of or at 
either side of the house, but the rear 
land is left free. An exception is made 
in favor of the Bowker house owned 
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by Dr. Briggs, which, with the con- 
sent of our Society, may at some fu- 
ture time be moved and placed on the 
lot between the Stetson house and the 
Town Library. 

An additional restriction which does 
not appear in the deed but has been ac- 
cepted by our Board is that the color 
scheme of the house is not to be al- 
tered during the lifetime of Dr. Briggs, 
who has been at the greatest pains to 
uncover the original colors throughout 
the interior and to reproduce them 
faithfully. 

It is hoped to have an illustrated ar- 
ticle on this house and its various 
owners in some number of our maga- 
zine next year. 
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Southern View of North Bridgewater, Mass., in 1838 


PRINTED FROM THF ORIGINAL WOODBLOCK ENGRAVED FOR BARBER’S “HISTORICAL 


COLLECTION OF MASSACH USETTS” 
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The Standish House 
THethersfield, Conn. 


T IS interesting to note that one of 
the fine, large, substantial-looking 
old houses of Wethersfield has re- 
cently been acquired by the town, but 
it is somewhat disquieting to know that 
the future of the house is decidedly un- 
certain. ‘This is a property that was 
offered our Society as a purchase, but 
which we were wholly unable to ac- 
quire owing to the large amount of 
money involved. The site being an 1m- 
portant corner in the center of the vil- 
lage, the property has been acquired 
for a future town office building site. 
Owing to its rapid development as a 
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residential centre old Wethersfield is 
fast losing its individuality and the 
characteristics which have made it at- 
tractive. The last ten years have seen 
the loss of quite a number of the finest 
old houses in the town and the con- 
version of several others to tenement 
and business uses, while many others 
are crowded in by the recent erection 
of business blocks. The only portion 
that it is hoped to save in its old time 
appearance is the centre, with its many 
fine old colonial buildings, including 
the Webb house and this Standish 


house almost directly across the street. 
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It has been suggested by some of the 
town Officials that the Standish house 
be used for town offices or made the 
headquarters for the town Library, 
now occupying the historic town Aca- 
demy building, which would then in its 
turn be available for town offices. 

The house was built about 1790 by 
Henry A. Deming, a village merchant, 
and is a fine example of its type. In 
or about 1840 Roswell Clapp bought 
the property of Deming and soon after 
the house was used as an inn under the 
name “Wethersfield Village Hotel.” The 
competition of Hartford was, however, 
too strong to make an inn a permanent 
success. About 1852 the entire prop- 
erty was acquired by Capt. James 
Standish (a member of one of Wethers- 
field’s oldest families) and for forty- 
four years the town “Post Office” was 
located upon this corner property, 
which has now been in the possession 
of the Standish family for seventy-six 
vears. 


Such inquiries as we have made in- 
dicate that the town has no authorized 
purpose for the Standish house, and 
accordingly it may be wholly destroyed 
when the time finally comes for erect- 
ing a new hall. 


From every point of 





view the destruction of such a house 
would be highly regrettable, but the 
decision will have to be made by popu- 
lar vote in town meeting. 

While not one of the most remark- 
able houses in Connecticut it is, never- 
theless, one of those that give Wethers- 
field its charming old-age appearance. 
Such houses are necessary if New Eng- 
land is to preserve its old-time flavor 
and the loss of any one of them is to 
be regretted. 

The fact that the town is the owner 
of the Standish house is ample justifi- 
cation for saving the building. Should 
the site be imperatively needed for some 
town purpose it would seem as though 
this house might be moved to some 
nearby site and there put to some use 
of public value. It might be used as 
the headquarters for a local historical 
society as well as for a number of quasi- 
public purposes. In other towns simi- 
lar buildings house such organizations 
as the Red Cross, Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts and similar activities. 

The writer ventures to suggest that 
Connecticut members use their best ef- 
forts to persuade the Wethersfield town 
officers to make the preservation of the 
house a sine qua non, to which all other 
plans must defer. 
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The John Hicks House, Cambridge, Mass. 





The Threatened Destruction of the John Hicks Bouse 
in Cambridge 


ORD comes of the threatened 

destruction of a house, the 

ownership of which should of 
itself be ample guarantee that the build- 
ing would be preserved. This is the John 
Hicks house on Dunster Street, Cam- 
bridge, Mass., owned by Harvard Col- 
lege. 

The house is of the two-story, gam- 
brel roof type, with an ell, contains some 
excellent panelling and an old stair- 
case, and has preserved by far the 
greater part of its old-time charm. It 
would, accordingly, be worthy of pres- 
ervation merely as an old house, In 
view of its history it is still more worth 
keeping, for here was the home of John 
Hicks, one of the patriots who gave his 
life for American Independence on the 


igth of April, 1775. He was the grand- 
son of Zechariah Hicks, the founder of 
the family, was born May 23, 1725, and 
married Elizabeth, daughter of Jona- 
than Nutting of Wrentham. His son, 
Jonathan, Harvard 1770, was a sur- 
geon in the Revolution. The spot where 
John Hicks fell was near the junction 
of Massachusetts and Rindge Avenues. 
It is approximately marked by a tablet 
on Massachusetts Avenue near Spruce 
Street, on which is the inscription, “At 
this place, April 19, 1775, four citizens 
were killed by British soldiers retreat- 
ing from Lexington.” 

It would seem as though a house 
combining so much of architectural 
merit and Revolutionary history would 
be safe from destruction, and especially 
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Parlor in the John Hicks House 


THE WALLPAPER IS A REPRODUCTION OF 


so in view of the fact that it is owned 
by Harvard College. One would be 
justified in supposing that any plans 
the College might make for new build- 
ings would avoid the corner occupied 
by this house as being forever dedicated 
to it and to the strenuous day in Ameri- 
can history with which the house is 
connected. As a matter of fact, how- 
ever, the site is wanted for a swim- 
ming pool, and the officers of the Cam- 
bridge Historical Society and of our 
own Society have been informed that 
unless half the cost of moving, esti- 
mated at about $9,000, is met by others, 
the College will refuse to spend the 
balance, estimated by it to be $4,500. 

It would seem incredible that an 
educational institution should take 
such a position were it not for the fact 
that, as all the world knows, Harvard 


THE ORIGINAL FOUND ON THE WALL 


has already to its discredit the destruc- 
tion of the Holmes house, formerly 
standing between the Hemenway Gym- 
nasium and Austin Hall. It was from 
that house that General Joseph War- 
ren went to the Battle of Bunker Hill. 
It later became the headquarters of 
General Ward during the siege of Bos- 
ton, and still later was the birthplace 
of Oliver Wendall Holmes, and the 
house in which he wrote “Old Iron- 
sides,” which contributed so materially 
to the preservation of the Frigate “Con- 
stitution.” 

How the Hicks house will fare is at 
present uncertain. It is the editor’s 
hope that these few paragraphs will 
come to the attention of some of our 
members able and willing toshare with 
the College the cost of moving the 
house and preserving it on a new site. 








